
Have you ever had your plans fail when you thought you were doing the right thing?

Acts 16:6-15 (p. 771)
Paul was pursuing his mission when God twice said “No” to his plans. Has God ever 
spoken a “no” to your plans? How did you handle it?

God gave Paul a clear calling to Macedonia. Have you ever sensed a call from God for 
a specific mission?

Verse 11 is the first time Luke, the author of Acts, writes himself into the story, so we 
can conclude that Paul met Luke in Troas. Additionally, in Philippi, Paul met Lydia who 
becomes a cornerstone for the majorly significant church that develops there. What does 
it mean to you that God’s “Nos” to Paul led to these two significant encounters?

Acts 16:16-40
Describe the attitude Paul and Silas displayed in the Philippian jail.

When your plans hit roadblocks, do you find it hard to maintain a heart of praise?

How did their attitude affect the people in the jail? What about the jailor?

What does it mean to you to know that Paul and Silas, as Roman citizens could have 
avoided the beating and imprisonment but chose not to?

How hard is it for you to “just go with it” when you face difficult circumstances?

Live Your Mission
Ultimately, it seems that the key lesson in all of chapter 16 is that Paul and Silas were 
intent on listening to and following God’s guidance even if it didn’t make sense or was 
personally painful. On Sunday, I challenged us all to think about these three questions:

๏ Are you seeking God to give you guidance in pursuing your mission?
๏ Are you actively trying new ways to accomplish the mission, sometimes hearing “No” when you do?
๏ Are you more concerned with self-preservation than with the furthering of the mission?

How do you answer those questions today?
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